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Base Transitien Office Opens, Coordinators Named

The Defense Department today named the transition coordinatars assigned to work
with individual communities to help speed the tura over of closed military bases and announced
the creation of & Base Closure Transition Office to support the wotk of the coordinators.

“Thete coordinators and the aew Pentagon Base Transition Office clear]y demonstrate
ihe Clinton Administration's commitment to ¢usting through red tape and helping affected
communities achieve totsl economic development,” Secretary of Defence Les Aspln said.

The creation of the DoD Base Transition Office and the appointment of wansition
coardinators are elements of a flve-pan program aonounced by the President on July 2 t0
speed the economic recovety of communities affected by base closure and realignment actions.
The other four parts of the President’s strategy Includs @ jobs-centered proparty disposal plan
that puts local economic redevelopment first; a fast-track cleanup plan for bases that removes
needless delays while protecting human health and the eaviroarment; procedures to provide casy
access to wansition and redevelopment help for workers and communities: and larget economic
development planning grants 10 base closure communites from the Deparrment’s Office of

Economic Adjusument.

Transidon coordinators will be maindd In all aspests of the base closure and realignment
processes and will serve in thelr communities for ac least 18 months. Initial orientadon
training was completed on July 7: expanded tralning for pcrmanent coordinators will be
completed in August. Transition coordinstors will report to John Shannon, Acting Secretary
of the Army and Special Assistant o the Secretary of Defense for Base Transition. Shannon,

Tt Cecceenm a? Natamen fae Acsuisition John Deulch, who has overal)
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respox)sibui:y for DoD's implemeatation of the President’s nve-pén program.
The functions of the transidon coordiaators will be to:

e  Serve as full-time, on-site advocates to communities and installations affected by
closures/realignments, and to cut through red tape and burezucratc thickets;

{more)
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o  Usae thelr training and expertise in &1l aspects of the closure process--especially in the
arcas of environmental cleanup end propenty disposal--and to help communitics move to
a civilian-based economyt '

o  Work with the bass commandsr, fedsra) and state agencies to keep environmental
cleanup on a fast track, to push for the priarity weatment of parcels of land that have
the potential for rapid redsvelopment and job creation; and :

.« Work with the military dspartment and the community to idenﬂfy reuse needs and to
toe that those neods are ascommodatsd, wherever possible, in DoD's closure plast,

The transition coordinators also will wdxk with the Office of Economic Adjustment to
help communides identfy sources of fodera! ansistance.

A list of the mansition coordinators and their phone numbers i anached.
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